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It was not until May 1850 that " In Memoriam " was printed and given to a few friends. Shortly afterwards it was published, first of all anonymously, but the authorship was soon discovered.
The earliest jottings, begun in 1833, of the " Elegies " as they were then called, were nearly lost in a London lodging, for my father was always careless about his manuscripts.
Mr Coventry Patmore wrote to me about this:
The letter from your father concerning the MS of "In Memoriam " I gave to the late Sir John Simeon, thinking that he ought to have it, as he had the MS1 itself. This letter asked me to visit the lodging in Mornington Place, Hampstead Road, which' he had occupied two or three weeks before, and to try to recover the MS, which he had left in a closet where he was used to keep some of his provisions. The landlady said that no such book had been left, but I insisted on looking for it myself, and found it where your father said it was.
The letter alluded to is given below:
BONCHURCH,  I. W., Feb. 2SM, 1850.
MY DEAR COVENTRY,
I went up to my room yesterday to get my book of Elegies: you know what I mean, a long, butcher-ledger-like book. I was going to read one or two to an artist here: I could not find it I have some obscure remembrance of having lent it to you. If so, all is well, if not, will you go to my old chambers and institute a vigorous inquiry ? I was coming up to-day on purpose to look after it, but as the weather is so furious I have yielded to the wishes of my friends here to stop till to-morrow. I shall be, I expect, in town to-morrow at 25 M. P. when I shall be glad to see you. At 9.10 p.m. the train in which I come gets into London. I shall be
1 This MS, given to Sir John Simeon by my father, has been generously returned to me by Lady Simeon.